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village and borough paieth yerely to the king great summes
of rnony assessed upon them for the wages of men at armes,
so that the charges of the kings army, which is ever very great,
is maintained by the poore people of the villages, boroughcs,
and townes of the realme.   And yet moreover, every village
findeth continually ij. Crossebowes at the least, and some
naoe, with al furniture and habiliments, requisit for the kings
service in his wars, as oft as it pleascth him to muster them,
which he doth very oft   And, these things not considered,
other exceeding great tallages are yerely assessed upon every
village of the same realme to the kings use, wherof they are
no yere relesed.   The people, being with these and clivers other
calamities plaged and oppressed, doe live in great misery,
drinking water daily, neither do the inferior sort tast any
other licor, saving only at solemne feasts. Their shamewes* are
made of hemp, much like to sackcloth.   Wollen cloth they
weare none except it be very course, and that only in their
coates under their said upper garments; neither use they any
hosen, but from the kne upward: the residue of their legs go
naked. Their women go barefoot saving on holidaies; neither
men nor women eate any flesh there, but only larde of bacon,
with a smal quantity whereof they fatten their pottage and
broths.   As for rosted or sodden meat of flesh they taste none,
except it be of the inwards sometimes and heades of beastes,
that be killed for gentlemen and marchants,
But the men at armes, they devoure and consume all their
pulleine, so that they have scant the egges left to eat for
special dainties. And if they fortune at any time to grow
sonic what welthy in substance, so that any of them bee
counted rich, hee is by and by charged to the Kings Subsldie
more deepely then any of his neighbors, so that within short
time he is made equall in poverty with the rest of his beggarly
neighbours. And this, as I suppose, is the state of the comon
and rascall people of that nation. But Gentlemen and Nobles
are 0ot so oppressed, and overcharged with exactions. But
if any of them chaunce to be accused of any crime, though It
be by his enemies, he is not ever wont to be cited or called
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